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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on 22 June, 2001 . Claims 1-23 
are pending. Claims 1-23 are directed to a method, system and article of manufacture 
for "Accessing Computational Resources through Electronic Messages." 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The following title is 
suggested: "Active Messaging System." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Regarding claim 1, it is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112 H2, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The claim recites: "... performing a function responsive to the step 

of obtaining :" It is not clear what the boundary of the claim is. Hence, the scope of the 

claim is unascertainable. 

However, in order to expedite a complete examination the Examiner asserts that 
this invention is understood as: ".. . performing a function responsive to the command 
instruction ". 

4. Regarding claims 20 and 22, they are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112 ^2, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. The claims recite: ".. . a parameter, a 
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value associated with the parameter. . . ." It is not clear what the boundary of the claims are. 
Hence, the scope of the claims is unascertainable. 

However, in order to expedite a complete examination the Examiner asserts that 
this invention is understood as: "... at least one parameter which indicates information to be 
delivered,. ". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 8 t 9, 13, 15-23 directed to a method, article of manufacture and 
apparatus are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Tilden, Jr. 
et al. (US 6,449,635). 

Tilden substantially teaches the invention as claimed including a script program 
as a portion of a secondary e-mail message that also includes tracking information; a 
predefined message is also stored as a main message, the script program also 
including a command that displays the predefined message by retrieving the second 
source file. (See abstract). 



Application/Control Number: 09/888,298 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2157 

Claim 1 : 

Referring to claim 1 , it recites a method for enhancing the functionality of an 
electronic message, comprising the steps of: 

receiving the electronic message; ( See col. 2, line 49 ) 

obtaining a command instruction from the electronic message; and ( See col. 2, 
lines 51-61 ). 

performing a function responsive to the step of obtaining. ( See col. 9, line 44-47 ) 
Claim 2 : 

Referring to claim 2, it recites the method of claim 1 , wherein the command 
instruction indicates an application provider for performing the function. ( See col. 6, 
lines 21-25 ). 
Claim 3 : 

Referring to claim 3, it recites the method of claim 1 , wherein the command 
instruction is a Uniform Resource Locator ("URL"). ( See col. 5, lines 30-34 ). 
Claim 8 : 

Referring to claim 8, it recites the method of claim 1 , wherein the command 
instruction includes: 

a host and a file which indicate an application provider for performing the 
function; and ( See col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 2: lines 20-30 ). 

at least one parameter which indicates information to be delivered to the 
application provider. ( See col. 5, lines 33-38 ). 
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Claim 9 : 

Referring to claim 9, it recites the method of claim 1 , wherein the command 
instruction is included in the received message as an Internet shortcut file. (See col. 5, 
lines 42-47 ). (it is inherent that http:// refers to the internet.) 
Claim 13 : 

Referring to claim 13, it recites an article of manufacture whereas claim 2 recites 
a method. However, the limitation claimed in 13 does not reveal to be different from the 
one recited in claim 2. Therefore, this claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 
Claims 15-16. and 19-23 

Claims 15 and 16 recite an article of manufacture and claims 19-23 recite an apparatus 
whereas claims 8, 9 and 10 recite a method. However, the limitations claimed in 15-16 
and 19-23 do not reveal to be different from the ones recited in claims 8-10. Therefore, 
these claims are rejected for the same reason. 
Claim 17 : 

Referring to claim 17, it recites an apparatus for providing a function responsive 
to receiving a Request, comprising: 
a processor; and ( See Fig. 1 ) 

a processor readable storage medium in communication with the processor, 
containing processor readable program code for programming the apparatus to: (See 
Fig. 1 ) 

receive the Request; (See col. 8. lines 37-39 ). 
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perform a function responsive to an instruction included in the Request; and, 
( See col. 8, claim 2: col. 9, line 3 ). 

prepare a Response subsequent to performing the function. ( See col. 4, lines 63- 

§Z). 
Claim 18 : 

Referring to claim 18, it recites the apparatus of claim 1 7, wherein the Response 
includes instructions and data, wherein the instructions include information for disposal 
of the data. ( See col. 9, claims 13 and 14 .) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4-7, and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tilden, Jr. et al. (US 6,449,635) in view of Borenstein (WO 
92/22033.) 

Tilden substantially teaches the invention as claimed including a script program as a 
portion of a secondary e-mail message that also includes tracking information; a 
predefined message is also stored as a main message, the script program also 
including a command that displays the predefined message by retrieving the second 
source file. (See abstract). 
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Claim 4 : 

Referring to claim 4, it recites the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
performing a function includes the steps of: 

determining an application provider from the command instruction; and 

sending a Request to the application provider to perform the function. 

Tilden teaches a script program which contains a command which performs a 
task in response to a user's request. (See col. 6, lines 18-25). Tilden does not explicitly 
disclose determining an application provider. However, Borenstein does so at page 4, 
lies 1-6. Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden with the application provider determining process 
disclosed by Borenstein. Such system provides for the automation of routine tasks. 
Therefore, claim 4 is rejected. 
Claim 5 : 

Referring to claim 5, it recites the method of claim 4, including the step of: 
preparing the Request based on the command instruction. 

Tilden teaches a script program which contains a command which performs a 
task in response to a user's request. (See col. 6, lines 18-25). Tilden does not explicitly 
disclose preparation of the request based on the command instruction. However, 
Borenstein discloses at page 2, lines 7-8 that an active message is a program that is 
run. It is therefore, implicit that a program can execute any step as implemented. 
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Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden with the application provider determining process 
disclosed by Borenstein. Such system provides for the automation of routine tasks. 
Claim 6 : 

Referring to claim 6, it recites the method of claim 4, further including the steps 
of: receiving a Response from the application provider; and modifying the message 
responsive to receiving the Response. 

Tilden teaches a script program which contains a command which performs a 
task in response to a user's request. (See col. 6, lines 18-25). Tilden does not explicitly 
disclose preparation of the request based on the command instruction. However, 
Borenstein discloses at page 2, lines 7-8 that an active message is a program that is 
run. It is therefore, implicit that a program can execute any step as implemented. 

Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden with the application provider determining process 
disclosed by Borenstein. Such system provides for the automation of routine tasks. 
Therefore, claim 6 is rejected. 
Claim 7 : 

Referring to claim 7, it recites the method of claim 6, further including the step of: 
sending the modified message to a destination. 

Tilden teaches a script program which contains a command which performs a 
task in response to a user's request. (See col. 6, lines 18-25). Tilden does not explicitly 
disclose preparation of the request based on the command instruction. However, 
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Borenstein discloses at page 2, lines 7-8 that an active message is a program that is 
run. It is therefore, implicit that a program can execute any step as implemented. 

Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden with the application provider determining process 
disclosed by Borenstein. Such system provides for the automation of routine tasks. 
Therefore, claim 7 is rejected. 
Claim 11 : 

Referring to claim 11, it recites an article of manufacture including an information 
storage medium wherein is stored information for programming a computer to: 

receive an electronic message having a destination address; 

alter the destination address of the message; and 

send the message based on the altered destination address. 

Tilden teaches a script program which contains a command which performs a 
task in response to a user's request. (See col. 6, lines 18-25). Tilden does not explicitly 
disclose alteration of the destination address. However, Borenstein discloses alteration 
of the destination address at page 4, lines 13-17. 

Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden with the alteration process disclosed by Borenstein. 
Such system provides for the automation of routine tasks. Therefore, claim 1 1 is 
rejected. 
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Claim 12 : 

Referring to claim 12, it recites an article of manufacture wherein information is 
stored for programming a computer as in claim 1 1 , wherein the altered destination 
address identifies a computing device which will perform a function on the message. 

Tilden teaches a host as a computing to perform a function on the message. 
( See col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 2 ). Tilden dose explicitly disclose alteration of the 
destination address. However, Borenstein discloses alteration of the destination 
address at page 4, lines 13-17. 

Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden with the alteration process disclosed by Borenstein. 
Such system provides for the automation of routine tasks. Therefore, claim 12 is 
rejected. 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 5103(a) as being unpatentable over Tilden, 
Jr. et al. (US 6,449,635) in view of Borenstein (WO 92/22033.) in further view of Richard 
(US 6,728.711)- 

Tilden substantially teaches the invention as claimed including a script program; 
a predefined message is stored as a main message, the script program also including a 
command that displays the predefined message by retrieving the second source file. 
(See abstract). 
Claim 10 : 

Referring to claim 10, it recites the method of claim 4, wherein the Request is 
sent using an HTTP POST command. 
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Tilden teaches a script program which contains a command which performs a 
task in response to a user's request. (See col. 6, lines 18-25). Tilden does not explicitly 
disclose determining an application provider. However, Borenstein does so at page 4, 
lies 1-6. Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden with the application provider determining process 
disclosed by Borenstein. Such system provides for the automation of routine tasks. 
Neither Tilden nor Borenstein disclose HTTP Post. However, Richard does. (See 
abstract). 

Hence, it would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Tilden and the application provider determining process 
disclosed by Borenstein with HTTP POST as disclosed by Richard. Such system 
provides for the automation of back-up and restoration tasks. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel Coffy whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0325. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 P.M. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Emmanuel Coffy 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 57 
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